Bill Pertwee biography





 


William Desmond Anthony Pertwee (born July 21, 1926) Amersham, Buckinghamshire, is a British comedy actor. He is the cousin of former Doctor Who actor Jon Pertwee and nephew of the screenwriter and actor Roland Pertwee.





Bill Pertwee in his time has farmed, built Spitfires, and acted as baggage boy to the Indian cricket team on their British tour in 1946. He also worked as a window cleaner in London for five years until he decided to give acting a go in 1955. 





He started in seaside concert parties, and became a regular player in the ‘Fol-de-Rols’, which led to his being invited to join the cast of Beyond Our Ken on BBC Radio. He stayed with that show for eight years, making more than a thousand radio broadcasts in series like Meet the Huggetts, Ray’s a Laugh and Round the Horne. 





On television, he played Air Raid Warden Hodges in the nine-year run of Dad’s Army, as well as starring in the series Chance in a Million, You Rang M’Lord? and Oh Mr Porter. He appeared at the Windmill Theatre in its heyday, and has been a regular player in Ray Cooney farces in the West End. He has written books about the Royal Variety Show, unusual railway stations and Stars in Battledress. Also two books about the seaside entertainers, most recently Beside the Seaside – the definitive reference work to the genre, a unique and well-researched celebration of a very British art form.


 


His most prominent role was that of ARP Warden Bert Hodges in Dad's Army, which he played in both the original television series and the radio remakes, as well as the radio sequel, It Sticks Out Half a Mile, set after the war, in which Hodges takes up a surprising new project.





Information for this audio clip came from Audio Series Descriptions Moderator 


( Roger Hohenbrink).


This audio clip is provided by The Old Time Radio Researcher Group a group of volunteers dedicated to preserving radio's past.  If you would like more information on how you can assist in this, go to www.otterprojectonline.info.





Your announcer  (The person making the audio clip)











